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FS1 (Nursery) Vocabulary Progression 

All Terms 
Every day and 
PSED 

Hello/Hi 
Goodbye 
Please  
Thank you 
Help 
Sorry 
Friends  
Sharing 
Take turns 
Who?  
When? 
How? 
What? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends 
Teachers 
Adult 
Child 
Girl 
Boy  
He  
She 
Everybody 
Search  
Bag 
Peg  
Water bottle 
Fruit 
Snack 
Toilet 
Coat 

Story 
Carpet 
Line up 
Door 
Window 
Home time 
Choose 
Learning 
Inside 
Outside 
Story 
Book 
Song 
Sound 
Hear 
Make 
 

Hands 
Face 
Arms 
Legs 
Head 
Body 
Tummy 
Bottom 
Feet 
Fingers 
Toes 
Nose 
Eyes 
Ears 
 

Sing 
Dance  
Play 
Sit 
Stand 
Walk 
Jump 
Balance 
Copy 
Catch 
Hit 
Hold 
Move 
Crawl  
Look  
Find 
Draw 
Write 
Paint 
Thread 
Stick 
Join 

No thank you 
Yes, please 
Kind hands 
Kind words 
My name is… 
Please can I have… 
Can I play with… 
Please can you… 
Excuse me 
Reception 

Areas and 
Equipment 

Ball 
Bat 
Climb 
Climbing frame 
Sand pit 
Playground 
Cars 
Bikes 
Sand 
Balance 
 
 

Water 
Water tray 
Apron  
White board 
I-Touch 
IPad 
Computer 
Playdough 
Pencil 
Paint  
Paper 
 

Paint 
Pencil 
Felt tip 
Chalk 
Pen 
Glue 
Scissors 
Crayon 
Paint brush 
Cotton bud 
Pasta 
Pipe cleaners 

Books 
Dolls 
Kitchen 
Table  
Chair 
Carpet 
Jigsaw 
Toys 
Cars  
Animals 
Dinosaurs 
Train Track 
Wooden Blocks 

Beads 
Pegs 
Gems 
Containers 
Spoons 
Cups 
Pans 
Timer 
Jugs 

Tweezers 
Pipettes 
Funnels 
Whisk 
Hoops 
Stepping Stones 
Buckets 
Spade 
Sieve 
Rake 
Bury 
Treasure 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme specific Family 
Mummy 
Daddy 
Brother 
Sister 
Grandma/Nana 
Grandad/Papa 
Home 
House 
Flat 
Garden 
Birthday 
Born 
Live 
Pets 
Autumn 
Cold 
Wet 
Orange 
Red 
Green 
Brown 
Yellow 
Trees 
Change 
Seasons 
Leaves 
 
 

Festivals 
Celebrations 
Diwali 
Fireworks 
Light 
Food 
Clothes 
Gifts 
Colour 
Bonfire  
Night time 
Daytime 
Fire 
Safe 
Bang 
Whizz 
Pop 
Crackle 
Rockets 
Sparkler 
Gloves 
Hat  
Scarf 
Party 
Christmas 
Mary 
Joseph 
Jesus 
Camel 
Bethlehem 
Travelled 
Inn 
Manger 
Stable 

Colours 
Shape 
Size 
Art 
Hunt 
Cold  
Winter 
Snow 
Ice 
New Year 
Dragon 
Chinese 
Chopsticks 
Dance 

Traditional Stories 
Repeating 
Speech 
Characters 
Fairy Tale 
Stories 
Chick 
Eggs 
Babies 
Grow 
Beanstalk 
Plants 
Grow 
Live 
Grow 
Change 
Develop 
Life cycle 
Birth  
Die 
Turn 
Grow 
Change 
Life 
Soil  
Garden 
Spring 
New Life 

Senses 
Hard 
Soft 
Fluffy 
Smooth 
Bumpy 
Deaf 
Blind 
Touch 
Feel 
Smell 
Taste 
See 
Material 
Wood 
Plastic 
Metal 
Mini beast 
Insects 
Wings 
Legs 
Body 
Fly 
Walk 
Live 

Countries 
Ark 
Sea 
Ocean 
Seaside 
Holiday 
Noah 
Animals 
Storm 
Dove 
Summer 
Beach 
Rock pool 
Hot 
Dry 
Country 
Map 
World 
Land 
Aeroplane 
Boat 
Transport 
Emergency 
Ambulance 
Paramedic 
Fire Fighters 
Fire Engine 
Police 
Doctors 
Nurses 
Occupations 
Jobs 
Travel 
Fast  
Slow 
Travel 
Surface 
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Help 
Rescue 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Animals Cat and Kitten 
Dog and Puppy 
Rabbit 
Mouse 
Snake 
Hamster 
Guinea Pig 

Squirrel 
Fox 
Badger 
Owl 
Hedgehog 

Pig and Piglet 
Sheep and Lamb 
Horse and Foal 
Cow and Calf 
Geese 
Goat and Kid 
Chicken and Chick 

Tiger 
Lion 
Giraffe 
Zebra 
Crocodile 
Monkey 
Bear 

Spider 
Frog 
Tadpole 
Butterfly 
Caterpillar 
Ladybird 
Bee 
Woodlouse 
Bug 

Whale 
Dolphin 
Jellyfish 
Crab 
Fish 
Shark 
Octopus 
Seal 
Polar Bear 
Penguin 

Mathematical One  
Two 
Three 
Four 
Five 
Count 
Fingers 
Numbers 
On  
Under 
Next to 

Six 
Seven 
Eight 
Nine 
Ten 
More 
Altogether 
Next 
Beside 
Through 
Underneath 
More 
Less 
Lots 

Plus: Autumn 1 and 2 
words for new Intake 
 

Shape 
Circle 
Square 
Triangle 
Oblong 
Rectangle 
Corners 
Round 
Flat 
Big 
Small 
The same 
different 
Long 
Short 

Bigger 
Smaller 
Longer 
Shorter 
Sort 
Pattern 
Order 
Holds 
Full 
Empty 
Overflowing 
Part Full 
Contains 
Holds 
Measure 

Subitise 
Repeat 
Pattern 
Position  
Count on 
1 more 
1 less 
Groups 
Altogether 
Next 
Beside 
Through 
Underneath 
In Front Of  
Behind 

More Than 
Less Than 
Fewer Than 
Longer 
Shorter 
Heavier 
Lighter 
First 
Last  
Next 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Days of the Week 

Musical Bell 
Drum 
Triangle 
Xylophone 
Cymbals 
Wood block 
Tambourine 

Start 
Stop 
Play 
Long 
Short 
Loud 
Quiet 

Beat 
Rhythm 
Counting 
Clapping  
Syllables 
Voice sounds 
Body sounds 
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Cabasa 
Castanets 
Hit  
Shake 
Bang 
Ring 

Tune 
Music 
Clap 
Stamp 
Click 
Pop 
Tap 

Rhyme 
Pattern 

 


